A three-step technique for repair of rheumatic disease of the mitral valve.
This manuscript presents a technically straightforward technique to allow for mitral valve repair in the patient with rheumatic mitral stenosis. This non-resection technique allows for the correction of both mitral stenosis and regurgitation without requiring complex subvalvar procedures and eliminates the concerns for postoperative systolic anterior motion. The authors feel this three-part technique of bi-commissural release, anterior leaflet augmentation, and oversized annuloplasty may allow for a more reproducible approach to repair of the rheumatic mitral valve.